Desertification
Desertification is the process where fertile land becomes dry and barren, turning into
desert-like conditions. This usually happens in dry or semi-arid areas and is often caused by
a mix of natural factors (like drought) and human activities.
Major Causes:
o Cutting down too many trees (deforestation)
« Overgrazing by animals
« Poor farming practices
« Climate change (less rainfall, more heat)
« Overuse of water resources
Consequences:
« Land loses its ability to grow crops
« Water becomes scarce
« People may be forced to migrate
« Wildlife and plant life are lost
Prevention and Control:
« Plant more trees (afforestation)
o Improve farming methods (crop rotation, contour plowing)
o Manage water wisely (drip irrigation)
« Protect existing vegetation

. Deforestation
Deforestation is the clearing or cutting down of forests, usually to make way for farms,
cities, or roads. It reduces the number of trees, which are very important for the environment.
Major Causes:
o Logging (cutting trees for wood)
« Expanding farmland
« Building towns and roads
« Forest fires
e Mining
Consequences:
« Less oxygen, more carbon dioxide (global warming)
Loss of animals and plants that live in forests
Soil erosion (loss of topsoil)
Increase in floods and droughts

Disruption of the climate
Prevention and Control:
« Stop illegal logging
« Replant trees (reforestation)
« Use alternative materials instead of wood
« Raise awareness about forest protection



O Why It Matters:
Both desertification and deforestation lead to environmental degradation, reduce

biodiversity, and make the Earth less habitable. Managing land and forests responsibly is

essential for a healthy planet and sustainable future.



